^^-^-^......::-^:^^^^::.^-^;;^,;.^:.^^^^^ 







FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



SUPREME COURT 



PART 9 OF 14 



FILE NUMBER 52-91496 ; 62-9180 ; 62-36032 ; 

62-24764 ; 62-28297 ; 62-28564 ; 62-38574 ; 

62-38742 ; 62-43184 ; 62-105555 



To learn about CX)R and PDF Compression go to ThePapei. .j.org 



f 




FILE. DESCRIPTION 
BUREAU FILE 



SUBJECT 




FILE NO.. 






^Z- •2,<4yc^<U 



(? 2. - / C>S-S"S 



_<^^ - 36?^.^^ 






FU iR^-ir. 6-22-64) 

» 4 



* 



i^ 



P^ 



F B I 

Date: 6/12/69 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



(Type in plaintext or code) 



Via 



(Priority) 



Mr, Tolson 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr, Mohr 

Ml Bishop 

Mr. Camper 

Mr. Calia>^an-! — ^ 
ad„i 




^ 



* ;v) 






-v^ 



< 



> 




FBI 



ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 



Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen— 
Mr, Sullivai 
Mr, Tavel^ 



Mr. Trotter-^ 
Tele. Room — 

Miss Hf^lmes- 
Miss Gandy_ 



O (52-10929) (P) 




n^f^b. 



reme Coiirt 

Building, WasHIn^i^.D." C; 

(00: UFO) 







Re HFO airterto Bureau 6/l0/69^ 
On 6/l0/69j 



Police D ep artment n Washington » D» €•» turned over 
W^^f^g HFO^ the following l^cms: one^agrosol- 
3eodorant can, one battery* type^able with alllga 



Iteel yoo] 




i purpose 

^ id 



ide 




alllga to 

^ t All of the foregoing items had been 

the burned trash cart in the elevato 

Building. Waahin^ton^. D« C« H^^B^H^H^^H^^^^^ and 

stated they "had no information that the fore- 
may have caused the fire, nor did they know the 
fire* 8 origin* They did not know how the items came to be in 
the trash can» 

On 6/11/69 fl^HHHHHHHHV^^ 

Supreme Court Buildings WDC,^ stated he had cleaned out the 
carpenter shop on 6/10/69 somewhere between 12:00 noon and 1 p«m« 
and the following Items were thrown Into a trash cart: one 
Aerosol spray deodorant can^vl^nc/ battery cable with an alligator 






(3^" Bureau 

1 m UFO 




AUTTECb? 



SKI 



%m^^m^ 



K^pioweA' _ 




|r 



M 




Sent 



.M Per 



Speci6r Agent \4a Charge 



UFO 52-10929 




:^ 




cllp» some steel w>oK and miscellaneous other Items^ He recalls 
putting them Into a trash cart« The cart was taken to the 
storage area near elevator number slx^ In vhlch the fire started. 

The trash cart was eventually found In the burned 
elevator on the second floor. The doors to the elevator are 
usually left open after beln^^ed^iovever| they vere close d 
vhen fire was discovered, fl^^^^^HHH^H^^II^^I^ 

S, Supreme Coiart Buildings WDC» stated that the 

^of doors have been knovn to close by themselves. He 
added that persons sometimes get stuck In the elevator and 
vill then force the doors open. The doors W)uld then close 
behind the person leaving the elevator at that floor* 

Uhile^l^^^P was being interviewed he received a 
call that one o^tnee^loyees was stuck in an elevator. The 
employee then called back saying that he had gotten himself 
out by pushing the doors apart • 




* ^' 





stated 

that the elevators are suDfpct to naving tneir doors accidentally 
closed* He checks the mechanisms every day to see which 
elevators are that way. He continued that he has heard of 
fires being accidentally started in trash and he also has 
removed trash carts which have been left on the elevators, 

__ U. S. 

Supreme Court Building^ stated that there have been accidental 
fires in the trash before. 

On 6/11/69 ^^^H^^^^^^^^^Pr Metropolitan 
Fire Department 9 Fire Investigation Sect ion » was apprised of 
the fact that the items previously mentioned as having been 
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HFO 52-10929 

:*^ recovered from the fire were tfarovn out In the trash^l 

J yj^^ stated that the steel vooi could easily catch fire from a 
r> t natch or spark vhich may have been carelessly throvn Into the 

trash cart# 

' > : ; 

Items recovered from the trash were hand carried to 
the FBI Laboratory on 6/11/69 to be processed for anything 
of an evidentiary nattire* 

LEAD 

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 

AT WASHINGTON, D> C . Will maintain contact with 
the MPD and Metropolitan Fire Department » WDC^ for any additional 
Information regarding the above** captioned case* 



■i4 .:■ 
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RECORDED 
6^17^69 
J re 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 






Re: 



Laboratory Work Sh eet 

UKSUB; Fire In Supreme Court 
Building, Washington, D.C.; 
DGP 



File* ^^-9/&U-l 
Lab. * PC-B7362 lil 



Examination requested by: jbI, -WfCT (52-10929) Atl 6-12^6-10 

Chem Anal (gene) Date received: 

Examination by: 



Examination requested: 
Result of Examination: 



.-\ 




c^- ^T^ - //r -r-i^,-,,.rn/ii'L'£. J^ ci^z k r a /f f^r I s 



:£-'A't , 



"^'-.X 



Per del by SAJ 



/ 



/' 



on 6-12 ^ ^ 

Specimens submitted for examination 



Ql 
02 
Q3 



Aerosol can 
Cable with debris 
Steel wool 




'--j:^ -y^<^^^. j^A 







.J* i^*^^7^' 



c 




Jon 



c^ 



(/ 





■-t 






.■■■■- <■ 



„ ^4i^i<*i^_^- ^!l^v^-^_ . _. _ _ 



S "^ 9>^ 



r *c^ ^w'j 



X'^^-^y^'^:^^'-r .y^v/^-^ ". 



// 



*^ /C^a^^^a^ < C^ .^^*^^V^c 




/^v-^ 



-^^^"tu^ -^v^jf^:^ /?^/q^^ -^ /?^.^/<>^<^ ^^. . r^ aS^.. jo ^ <:/^^^ /^^ /.,-X<//^ 



/■^ 



T 






-' ^ - J^ ' ' ^ * ^ ^— 






^ £ ^/Li.£/^-^^<:^i-^<^ 



'^^^^c^^T^i^^^d. ^rzyfri^-^y^-O^t^, i/c^.^^c^j^^<?S<^^- /P.^ 



/•.^.^. -^' /^: 



>iv<<i* 



ji<^V^^^i^«^^*t„ jtc-c^Z^^^ " >'-^ /^r/y . ^ix::.^.^ tf:?^^-^ ^^'-/^^SZ^^^rr^^^ 






^ l/OA^i^^ ^^': Jt^-%^:<^<-^ '_. .. _ . _. ... 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTK 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20535 
DATE: 7/2/69 



?ION 



TO. 



WPO 



Re; UNSXm; Fire in Supreme Court 
Building, Washington, D. C. ; 
DGP 



.Invoice of Contents . 



Ql through Q3 



^/$/>fise^ trfi'iO "7}^^ /trie f^t^ :4A?^m*'<^i^^ 
^^ ^^^ ^^/^ 



PICK UP ON 




t/^ 



Special Instructions: 

Mail Room: Show shipment date and registry number. 
Shipping Room: Show shipment date; bill of lading number; 
initial invoice; return to Section checked in block; afler 
initialing in block, invoice to be placed in administrative file. 

56jS291970 



FBI File No. 52-91496 



\ — 1 Crypt. -Trans. 
Do^ment 




I I Radio Engineering 
n LFPS 



7/2/69 



PC-B7362 
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' ./ Jun'i 11, 1969 ' 

t 

GENERAL INVESTIGAl E DIVISION 



Attached pertains to fire that broke out in 
elevator shaft of Supreme Court Building 
6/10/69* Battery connectors, steel wool, and 
aerosol deodorant can located by Metropolitan 
Tire Department In area where fire believed 
to have originated* Evidence being submitted 
to FBI Laboratory for examination. Matter 
being followed to determine if -arson involved 
and if so investigation will be initiated as 
possible violation of Destruction of Govern- 
ment Property Statute* 






> 




^ 



goto! j.org 



FD 



62-64) 
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Date: 6/10/69 




Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



(Type in plaintext or code) 




(Priority) 



TO: 



FROH: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC.jffb (52- 



Mr. SuUi^aTl 

Mn Tavel 

Mr, Tiotter.„, 

Tfle. Room 

Mibs Hoimes- 
MiftB Candy— 



w. 



) 





PNSUB;_Flre tlT Su preme, 
Cniirt ^HMl«^^ngj— 

•»- pcs7itucT,c0^ <t ^ G^offfJ A4BrjT H^t'P^/t 7 V 

(oorwo) 

On Sf\0f69 fire broke out In elevator/shaft of 
mnnber six of the Stspreme Court Building, IfDC. Elevator 
Sipusually locked and Is used mainly for freight. Elevator' 
services basement to second ftoor. 

Alsrm received b^Metrooollta^Flr^Deoartment at 

6/10/69. fl^^HIHjH^mrMetropolitan 
Fire Department, Fir ^Tr^stigati^^ectionT^ states 
extensive danags^ caused to elevator shaft and surrounding 
rooms. Fire b^leved to have started in trash cart which 
was lo^e^^ the elevator on the second floor. In the 
«^f£:pt^iA^^debria|^^^y found alligator type battery connectors, steel 
^ACtt^^ i irool ahd aerosol deodorant can all^^j^^^jmre turned 
£)^AT* over to^W?, Mobile Crime Unit l^flBH^^^P^^*^^^ 

Ithls would ^insL up ^possibility ^^mispieiou^origin of fire, 
but did not rvAftj:. ou^ fire having been accidentally started 
by a cigarette .•=- ^^,\^^ ^^ ^ 91496"" J^ 

^ Cart believed to nave been placed In the elevator 
somewhere around three p.m., 6/10/69. Mb evidence of 
explosion Aiyl no, injuries. - Elevator is not for public 
'use mid It il'nbb Imown who was the last one to use It. 

Bureau 

L8 19ef 



c 



\ 



*»-. 





Approved 



Sent 



ecial Agent in Charge 




WFO 52- 



r "^ ^ UlADS 






*'-*^-"^/*^— .--^- - r -p '■, 






■ WASHIHCTOI* fTBTJ^ 

>^ \^^ y WASHING!^, D.C> (l) Will obtain evidence 
fron MPD MoblU Crlae Unit %ihlch will be hand carried 
to the FBI Laboratory. 

(2) Appropriate Intervieva to be conducted. 
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mtttal Form 



^kr LABORATORY * 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20S3S 



1 - Office 713»-j r 



To: 



Date: 



IBI, Washington Field Office (52-10929) 7/2/69 



i 



C 



( 



3; 



"^DNStJB; Fire in Supreme Court 
Bulldine» Waebingtont D. C; 
DGP 



r>; 




^^BI File NO. eg 



John Edgar Hoover, Director 



'-CL 



Lab, No* 



91496- 
PC-B7362 LN 



Examination requested by: WSBhingtOn FlOld OffiCe 

R.feren«: AirteH 6/12/69 End 6/10/69 

Examination requested: ChemiC«l AnftlySeS 

Remarks; 

Specimens Ql through Q3 are being retained in the 
Laboratory until called for by a representative from 
Washington Field Office. 




(2 Lab report) 

b1^ 
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MAIL ROOM Ll J TELETYPE UNIT" 
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Gondy 
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MINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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REPORT 
of the 

^-^ LABORATORY * 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 2053S 

TO! FBI, Washington Field Office ^a.e: 7/2/69 

FBI File NO. 62~91496 

Re: tJNSUB; Fire In Supreme Court Lcb.No. PC-B7362 LN 
Building, Washington, D. C; 
DGP 

p^rmot^XXy delivered by GA ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ on 6/12/61 

Ql Aerosol can 

Q2 Gable with debris 

Q3 Steel wool 

Results of examination: 

Specimens Ql through Q3 were examined for traces 
of flammable accelerants and oxidizing chemicals commonly 
associated with incendiary fires, but none were found. 
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ToJxon . 

De Loach . 

Mohi 

Bishop 

Caspei 

Coliahan . 

Conrad 

F*ll 

Gole 

Rosen 

SuJlivQn _ 

Tovel 

Tiotlex 



TeJe, Room ^^ 
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HoJfTjes 
Gandy _ 
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drnONAL POUM NOL 1« 
MAY Ittt WDTTIOH 

mmA wphin (41 cn«) iei-ii.« 




UNITED STATES GOVL, JW^IENT 

Memorandum 



: DIRECTOR, FBI ^f3* ^^v^^ 



date: 7/2A/69 



C 



iibi^ 



I 



i 



SAC, WFO (52-10929) (C) 

c 

UNSUB; Fire JLn^upreme 
'_CQurt_Buiidii5g, ^Washington, 
D. C. 
DGP 
(00:WFO) 

ReWFO airtel to Director, 6/10/69; WFO airtel to 
Director, 6/12/69; and Laboratory Report, 7/2/69. 

No further information was developed through con- 
tact with the Metropolitan Police Department (MPP ) and the 
Flr^^rsha^Metropolltan Fire Department (MFD).[ 
H^I^HH^I^PMFD, Fire Inspection Section, advisee 
tnat "^i^^nowledge there was no evidence of arson and 
that the fire was probably the result of a careless acci- 
dent resulting from something, such as a lit cigarette, 
being thrown into the trash barrel. 

An examination of Items removed from the fire 
were forwarded to the FBI Laboratory revealed no traces of 
flamable accelerants or oxidizing chemicals commonly asso- 
ciated with incendiary fires. 

Since all logical investigation has been conducted 
and no evidence of arson has been developed, WFO is discon- 
tinuing any further Investigation Into this matter. 
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Bureau letter 6/5/22 




Instructions reoelved^rom Ag|ei|t In Charge, iJ>F*^^okmon f)/^ 



REPOirr MADE AT: 



Buffalo, K.Y, 



DATE WHEN MADE: 

7/8/2E 




ERICO for which MADE: 



1^7/7/22 



REPORT MADE BY; 




MAIJCH3STER, H.Y. 



VmiTBR OF LBTTiSRS TO 
SUPRSilB COURT J>6dGE, 



FACTS DEVEUDPCDt 

At Manchester, N^Y* 



^z-; 




WA S HIi:& T 



ttention Mr. 




L%'Xrs<^ "2-. 



PASS NO. 15186 



RECOR£>£t 



I 



With reference to the above letter;- \ ^.--^^ vLn^M^ 

Pursuant to Instructions, Agent proceeded to iJan chaster, fljp^ 
iI»Y* and interviewed the Postmaster. The Postmaster stated that 

the writer's name was flBHHHH^^Irand that she resided with 
^^^H^^^^HH^^^^^^^^^^^^I^^I^^^^^ and also advised Agent 
that subject had written several letters to him, and had written 
many letters to the Governor of Hew York State, and that the Governor' i 
secretary had written back and had her examined, but they did not do 
anything but warn her sister to keep her quiet* 



hn^ 



Agent proceeded to the State Street address and interviewed 

Who stated that subject had been in 
the insane asylum in Ciarinda»_l5Sa^sJi«4*— ene year, in 1916-1917, and 
that she reads a lot of papers KS likes to ^Intercede for different 



countries in Europe* 

;\. ' Agent endeavored \ to 






-'.V. 




rSx, but she would give him 

no information. Agent wamedd^H^^^ftv that she would have to 

stop writing these letters, and she assured Agent that she would do 
her utmost. Agent also called subject's case to the town Constable, 

and he assured Agent that he would take the proper action. GLOSS] 




To learn ab^- 



■■vtj*«r*' *:S«iU?f»*- 



mm 
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RESOLUTION 



(Introduced by Rome G, Broum and adopted m the Annu^ Meet- 
ing a/ the Hennepin County Bar Attodation, hM ut Minneapoiis, 
Minnetottk on Friday, June 30, 1922). 

WHEREAS 1 propontion ii being urged apon the people of 
the United Sute* to peM an unendmenl to the Federsl Con^tito* 
tioiif under the tenni of which the eonrU ■hall be deprived of 
their power finallj to decide u to the eonrtitmionalitf of legu- 
lative enectmenta^ by pving to the CongieM the power to uuml or 
Teto any decision of the Federal Supreme Conrt dedaxing a fed- 
eral sutnte nnconatitutional, or by making any toch jadidal de- 
cision anhject to recall by legialativv or popular refeicndnm; 

A]ND WH£REAS toch amendment wonJd have the effect to 
nullify the aafegnarda of onr Conrtitationat Corenunem for the 
protection of the rigbta 4if the individual an<| of minoritiea against 
encroachment and opprMsion by the whi^ of majoiitiea, and 
would lead to a govenunent by the tempofary whim of legisla- 
tiw or popular prejudice and to ineonsis|pney, inequality and 
discrimination in the application and enforcevDcnt of eoostitutional 
safeguards, and thereby be subvenive of ofir Coustitntioual De- 
mocracy j 

AND WHEREAS tuch amendment woul4 be eonttuiy to the 
fundamental theory of onr Constitntiooal Covemment, a* mged 
by Hamilton, when he aaid; 

**There is no liberty whetv the power of judging be 
not separate from the legislative and executiw 
power"; 

and as sUted by Washington, when, urgmg i«apect for the judicial 
power to enforce oonstitutioual limitations, he said: 

**The oonstitntHm which at any tipie exiata, till 
changed by the explicit and autheqiic act of the 
whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all"; 





■'trf' 










', 


^11 






and M atated V the SnpraDe Goat of the tJnitod Skate** speak- 
ing thnogfa Ghief Jortioe Matvball in the caM of Marbnry va. 
Haditoa, (1 Crandt 368, 388) whcfu refening to tlie aafeniaHing 
proviiMnt in the Gonatitvtion that tile legiilatiTft powen be kept 
ieparata Fran the powert of the jndkiaxf, that Court Mid: 

*To what purpove ai« powert limited and to what 
pmpoae ii that limitation eottmitted to wnting if 
theae limlta may, m. any tiiii«, be paaaed bj tho«e 
intended to be natraioed, . . , . It ia a propoaition 
too plain to be eonteMed, th4 either the Coiutitn- 
tkn eontnU any lepaUtm act repugnant to it, or 
that the legialatne may iltef the Conrtttittion by 
w wfdmarx aet . . < If the ianer be true, then writ- 
ten eonititntioni are abanrd 4tteinpta, on the part 
of the people, to limit a powc* in its own natore il< 
lintitable**; 

and, aa Mated by Abraham linoohi, wKea« w f cit in g to onr,pieMnt 
fjitani of oonatitntional checks tnd llmitatione and the power of 
the eoort* to enforce them, he said; 

"Whoever rejects it does of o ec ewitj 67 to anarchr 



and aa itatod by EHfan Root* when ha iaid: 

"A aonrei^ people which dedana that all -«,„ 
hafe certain inalienable riglita« ui.d impoaea upon it- 
self the great impenonal rnlaa of conduct deemed 
neceaury for the preserratiott of those rights, and 
at the sa^ne time declarea that h will distegard thooe 
ndea whenever, in any particttiar caae, it is the wish 
«l ft aaajority of its voten t«» do ao^ establiehe* as 
eomplele a contradiction to the fundamental prin- 
^pioi sC onr gofverament as it ia poaaible to conceiye.'' 

AND WHEREAST the adoption of aoch amendment would bare 
the effeet to eliminate all distinctions between the powers of leg- 
islation which bare by the Constitation been retained by the ic- 
ipc^He States and thow which were specifically granted to the 
Federal Gorerament, and wonid thereby tend to depriye the 
Statea of their reserred rights of seU-gorerament, and to centralise 
an power* of government, local and national, in the Congieas, ac- 
cording ss the Congress might ttisssi time to time choose; and 
theteby sneh amendment in the sforaaid leapects and in other 



reapecta wonId tend to become the basis of arbitrary and onlhnit- 
ed legislative powers in the Congress to disregard, in cboaen in- 
stances^ all other cosstitntiona! limitatsoos on legisladvv powe? 
snd through snch processes to change om ayateni of govennnent 
from a govermnettt by law to a govermnent by men; and further 
would tend to leave the individnsl citisen and minorities subject 
to the caprices and whims of temporary majorities and withostt 
the protection of the safeguarding principles of the Bills of 
Rights established by Magna CharU and written into aD 
ican Conrtitntiona, stale and federal; 



AM) WHEREAS the advocacy of such eonttttotioaal 
ment can be founded only upon disregard or ignoranoe of thc:«e 
principles of government which hare made our American system 
the most efficient protection against oppreasion and a sdentilM 
model for the eatabliabment of e^nstitntional democrades hxw* 
ing in view the freedom of the dtiaen from the tyranny of either 
a pure democracy^ on the one hand, or of an arbitrary monarchy 
or oligarchy, upon the other hand; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Hennepfai 
County Bar Association that we express our unqualified oppoai- 
tion to such constitutional amendment or to any amendment €if 
similar chsracter as a most dangerous menace to our American 
Government and to American Institutions; and 

BE IT FLnTHER RESOLVED that we lodiriduany and ooOee- 
tively urge upon all lawyers and upon all citiaens, both within 
and without this Association, to exercise the utmost activity in 
opposing any such smendment and to teaching its repugnance to 
the principles of oor ConstitutiAnal Government and its measeo 
to the indiridual liberties gusranteed by oor American Gonatito- 
tjons; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Beso- 
Intion be forwsrded by the proper of£«^rs of t^i* Associaticn to 
every bar association in the country, and particularly to the 
American Bar Association, with the request that such action be 
taken that the opposition of American lawyers to such proposed 
amendment may be announced and published with the utmost 
emphasis and with the greatest prompttteas possible* 

I 
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Jtay 28, 1924. 



Hqj(HBApiTm ygg. SM ACTDJt? DIRBCCTQp . 



P'f1 






The aupreme Court, In the past, has had the •azrioes 
of a Speoial A«ent rtien in .esaion. I would soggest that thle 
work he .done. In the future, by the Marshal*, office, as I 
beliflTe It ahould eome under thair Jurisdiction. 
Ihe Si^reme Court meets October lat. 

Vary truly yours. 





E* B. BOHSER, 
J^BXt in Charge • 
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WASSIBSTCn, Di C. 



July 29, 1924. 




Vx, J. £. Hoorer, 
Aotlns Dlreotor, 
Bureau of Imrestlgatlon, 
Department of Jiutloe. 



Dear Slrt 



^iCSL^ 



Aei 



AS3icariii(} A sPBOiiU, AfiEanj to the 

SXJ^LEiSZ C0UB3*. 



««-^ * aeferrlng to n^ memarandnm, dated July 28th. In 

iSSmS^tSJ ??i!t"*''^ *^ *^ Supreme Court. I w^^f 
SSLd J ?«'Jii?^"* '****•• •^'^^^ *^ mount of money 



V^.V 



Jui»9 1923. 
July, " i 
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■ay • . 
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Uomorandom for 
Hr. Hoover 



t*£«e 2. 



l/i^/Z^ 



^.r.r^A 7** rP^'^y®* 1-a tli« ^il« room of the Bureau, and was handi- 
capped In his work on acoonnt of his physical condition. 



Several 
In his hehalf. 
the Supreme Cotort, 



'al attome 
and^^B 
crt, T^mi 



teys of the Depart 

^was asked to let 

ch hs assented. 



t^ Interested themselTei 
take his place at 





*M«, *« «f *^** """^^ ^■'remartod "that if you are 

going to give ae a »an for p«t^?. dojotgiye «» a Se ^ed 

"^ « JinlJJ* ^"^^?*^*«*Pli ^d iMiFwith one Of ™Lal 
s fiaillffs, act In conjunction In e^SHng the Justices. 




I believe that the guard 
belongs to Ifclted States Uarshalf 
his bailiffs doing that work now" 




of the Supreme Court Justices 
who, as stated, has one of 



Very truly yours. 




/?5 




£. B. BOHSER, 
igent In Chaise. 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL HOLLAND 

To 

BELOW BY CHECK MARK 



:) 








Aftonus mmmjt to 

tHK ATTDRHEY ttENmAL** 

AMDKKFVnro 
tNfTlALA AHD MVMmOt 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 






Octoljer 23, 19£4 






MELIOEAITDmi TO UR. HOOTFgR^ 






-'■\ 



thA rh-ro^ Eindly note the attached letter from 
the Chief Justice, in i^ich he advises that the 

^^* T"}^ ^^* ^®f? ** present the services of a 
Special Agent of the Department, 

Hespect fully. 



~-^m 









qi^ 



\; 



y 




Hush I, Eolland, 'j 
Assistant Attorney Geneifel, 
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October 21, 1924* 



Uy dear Mr# HcHand: 

I "brougnt tne mat >er of the assigiiment of a Special Agent 
of tne Departnent cf Justice to duty v/ith tne Supreme Court to 
tne ineni*bers of tnat body at i:.s Conference, and we conclude that 
we do not need ^ at present at least • tie services cf a Special 
Agent from your I^epartment. This i3 in answer to your Iet':er cf 
August 3 3th and your letter of October 14th. 

Sincerely yours, 







Hon. Bush L, Holland, 
Asolstant Attorney General, 
Vasnlngton, D. G. 
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n«nt. of Con«re«. Thi. court can ouSify «S oMW?!^ «?!? "^^ «'****'' ^"^t/ **»« **>• en«t- 
.pp«U from It. imerprtution of the ConiituSM ^d SfJ^Si ?v ww.'h'' *** **"" **««W There 1. no 

.^ SERVICE IT IS WRITTEN IN SIMPLrNONTE^^^^^^^ 

- TENDED FOR LAYMEN AS WELL AS THR m™«^I ^^^^ ^^"^ '« I"" 

: PESSION. ^ ^"^ MEMBERS OP THE LEGAL PRa 
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f^ 'UCAL RESEARCH SERVICE. 
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CHAPTER IV-^iNSURANCE QUESTIONS 






, .. ""« nil. Ud u„ 



CHAPTER V-BANKING CA5ES 

l« ^^t -Abo„,.«, °*APTER vt-FEDERAL TAXATION 

|-f^H.«.i»n. Of F«jSi '•Si.l^'oo'H *V-. "^'d in th. Supr«.. Coun during .h. p.« ,„ : , ^ 
.j^.; Uw mtir. proc^lur. in .^,. .-c._ ; ,J^« J" • ««..!», which for i time thJ^itl^ l™"'* 




-Th- »--„. «^APTER l-PROBLEMS IN ADMINISTRATION 

CHAPTER If— RAILROAD PROBLEMS * 

"?' '" the pa, «t »>rf. ori«T. Sm^IS^ "''"'''"!?'•'?■ "• Pointed oSt .h.t. whil. ih. C™- 

-iUthoart.h ^ C**APTER1||_PUBUC UTILITIES 



CHAPTER VIII-^ANTl-TRUS 

rrije {•mom P«keri* Consmm Decret r«.ppetr«d in th* mif 
For the pr^nt the appJic*tio« of Section 7 o^'The a.*to^ aS 
jfeu th«« firyt?' whether the Pedeml Trade C«nniii2rLlS 

CHAPTER IX— FEDERAL EMPLOYERS 

•Th* Federal Employer** Liability Act, pMsed in iQoflL *«, , 
railroad accidents or of thoa* who.* •upPortafT^ldSeditt iS« 

CHAPTER X-^ONES SEAMEl 

•nJnder the Faderal Empioyera' LiabiJity Act d» auMtui* 

CHAPTER XI--CRIMINAL C 



Of the eitfhty-ei£ht crimirtaJ _ „ 
the dectaion of tha lower court ravaracd. 



cooaidertd by tha Suprema * 



brought to tJta Supraota Court/ 

CHAPTER XII-^ROHIBrn 

bv .ZSt^^l*'***!"^ complained of arbitrary actioo on tha part ^ 
cL ^TT^J^ •tt^nieya. of miaconduct by juri^a, and. ^taidVt 

public hnportaacil* ^^ wiawed by tba Court. 

CHAPTER Xlti-liOLrnCAL IS 

tt^T^ll**? (The Pocket Veto Caae) waa of apacial importaaca i 
UOtt of the Sevanty-fint Cowea, waa presented tTJt^ridStC^ 

T«iim It to Congrm. and until th« d«ciaion of theSuora^ C™h 

CHAPTER XIV-iNTERNATlONAL AND fU 



• ;=* """"•-I- of CM. in which thi. pr« J", tSTS^'fdlS^';-"''''* '"'^ '*"" "^ *°"^ '"** " ""*' ^ •>-" '^^^ S^« 



CHAPTER VII-^TATE TAXATION 
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CHAPTER XV-^THE JUDICIAL 



>*N-* M 



'*^. 



For a clear undaratandine of the probJafittjof the fudicul V-#* . 
in which the Supreme Court held Acta ^CooV^ci ii^iZ^ 
gresa w«te dacUred ^lid. But thaVe ia atiJlT^Sii ^T^^ *^ 
Court b«au.a of it* power to nuJli?; AcS ofcJL^I^JS' 
•void decUriof tham unconatitutiwul- ^«»r»t^ l>~ limitad 
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608 MITCHEU VS» IJRd Of -^OVIftNORS 

<42 CWTIS VS» aAPia- . " 

«45 MONriLS VS KAZELWb^. .-^ 

635 MELD VS PEOPLE OF STATE OF CALIFOilNIA 

565 LOVVORN VS. JOHNSTON, VARDEN / ' „ . 

€44 KKECAK VS. WATIDEH WIUIAW HUNT* ^^ **-*-»*.: :.^ -.,-,. v* 

^^^tI^J^t^F^^"^^^" ^^^ 7ril KiA^U. IHAi iHi COURT, UPON *"**'''' ^- 
,*;ii!?^^ . ^S*^ ^^ ^'**' *''*^*-^^ KlKLlN SUBMITTED, FINDS NO GROUND ' ^ 

M^M- ?^ -! \,'fUi*^^' CEKiiOriAki ArtI iHUi^Uni. AibO DENIED. 
312 iwrti^i>Oi» vi. BUCK '• ■- ', - ■ -^^ ■ ' 

. CSANTED WITH SESPICT TO II£.,^ 50 .o 62 I.ctuLvL to'\i; ^Uil ' ^ 

WHICH HMrwn''\j:r^T^^r"A?'f^ """ "^^^*»'^«>1U"» 1» ^U,H.n,vtIi, >• 

<•»< rirv^«"2?Ey52' *^^ ^'^ ^*^ ClbP£NStD WITH IN PRINTING. 
MS RtIT2 VsC HiSle?"''*''^' ^*'^" ^^* "''^''^W^tALTH OF VIRCINIA y .. 

roo uJnM"?.^*- ^*^ii*P«03ABU JbiilSDICTION IS NOTIC. " • v> i* : - , V . ' 
«9 HARRIS V. SION'S SAVING BANK AND TRUST COMPANY. ' ' ■■ 

Ill nr?2?7^4^I-°r ^"^*?^«^ ^* iNtiAKA Vs,. INCRAK-RICHARDSON MFG. CO* -. 

SEvJrLly'cJSS^Ed'"' """' "' "'^TIO"*"!" THESE CA.i. AKL 

^. 'i :.:■ ■'■■■■■' ." ' "• "'..■ '■.' . ' '■ ' ' 

«< ;;CHwEIDiL VS LEHIGH VALLEV kAiLKOfti/ CUCiPANY "• '' 

S37 ABRAKS VS LEHIGH VALLEV RAILROAD COMPANY • '' " ' 

nrJSn ^^1^"'°"^^ ^°^ '"*"^ 0"^ CERTIORARI IN THESE CASES ARE 
?rC^n?;To?^: i^^llll T'^LAS TOOK NO PART IN THE CONSIDeSStION 
AND DECISION OF THESE APPLICATIONS. ^ 

«57 BREKNAN VS BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY ■ 

«B ^mcxfjrt?!?;^°'' """ °^ CERTIORARI IN THIS CASE IS DENIED. ' ' 

llnTilV.li\^^'ull II ?l:?Id?"'''™ ™" "^ '■""^"'^ "« '^ ■• 

«33 PiCORARO VS. UhllTZC STATES : -v 

S3S mRN V^. PENNSYLVANIA CENTRAL BREWING CO. 
€h6 OLIN vs. new ENGLAND pFE INSURANCE COMPANY ' ' 

iiiiisi 5«^2^«if?Esr;gs^cysTir"vif ^rRm''^^""""^^"'^."""^'^ • 

653 ATLAS MILLING COMPANY VS. JONES, COLLECTOR- - ■ ^ ^ - 
til A^?St^'U^]i^P^^^ ^'^^' ^^* VS. DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY OF INDIANA 
^^^ m^ilt?^^"*^^ ''^ COWSTIJUCTJON COMPANY VS. DANVILLE SANITARY 
vl STRICT* ■».,-- 

tM CU^rJn |;'"^J^^JJ^^^W^^I«NWCH HKDIftCCMENCOftfiSfiflTWBON ; ':. 

^ ^ ARE'?L??IJK^^«f?lV^^ 
'>^'i? fCHRIEER-SCHROTH COMPANY VS. CLEVELAND TRUST COMPANY ^-v ^ 

JO ABERDEEN MOTOR SUPPLY COMPAMY VS. CLEVELAND TRUST COMPANY t^T I*: - 
;■ ^ ^V F' i:- HOWE fiALEB COMPANY VS* CLEVFLAND TRUST COMPANY 
^.^-^ t\ . ^ AK ORDIR JS tNTIfttD AWINDIKC THE OPINION IN THESE CASES. > --^ V 

': ;- THE MOTION TOR UAVI 1^' TftE PETITlTDlff tSr REHARING U * 

GRANTED. THE PETITION FOR REHEARING IS DENIED. ' 

^B PALMER VS. CONNECTICUT RAILWAY I LICKTIMC COMPANY '"V 
74 STONER VS. NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPAffi^ vv s% .V Js^ / ._ ., 
205 HCLVERINC, COMMISSIONER VS, tUBANE --**-^:'^;^^XVX'-. "^^ :.\v,;.%: -^ 
3$5 BLAYDtRB VS. C. H. LITTLE ^ COMPiNY -^^ " "' ' " " 
V5 MILLER VS. KIRVAN ^ *" ^ 

THE pet;tions F0Ej£M4^iNC 
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■stAte OF OHIO ex<rel;' squire vs.'brown^^;!' "''"' 






1^a)*« ^'^■-<^-V :vV ' PER curiam: THE ACTION, TO DISMISS I-S GRAtiTlD' AND 'TH£%* ? WMSI 
f»"i^; ;;/;;'•'.::' APPEAL IS DISMISSED FOR' WANT OF A PROPEffLY^PRESENTID^^i'l:' SIS 

£■;. v^'"'^' ' AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE IS APPOINTED' TO ASSIST'tHE COURT 'lij '^° W^ioik,^'* 



AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE Is'aPPOINTED'tO ASSISt'tHE COURT 'ijj 
THE, PREPARATION Of" RULES OF PLEADING, PRACTICES AND PROCEDURE 



;.r ■^■^.. , THE, PREPARATION Of" RULES OF PLEADING, PRACTICES AND PROCEDU 
•,r ■^^. ■ ;.WITH RESPECT TO PROCEEDINGS PRIOR TO AND INCLUDING VERDICT i* 
:a-.'.J ^vOR FINDING OF GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY, IN CRIMI'NAL CASES 'IN/: ^i'.: 
^v ^/,, ; ,' 'DISTRICT COURTS OF THI' UNITED STATES. . ,' . ^-- '- ''-V^'-^'dl 

'U^'\ ■■■■■',' ■■/.■,.■-■■-, ■ .■■ '■■•-■ '.:■:■■-■ -■■■■; ;':;'-^,-* \/:. ■■■'>■ ■^.;>.f.&i-|^" 
r^/-/. ■■.■•■.■■/■■■■ ;■:• \ ,-,■ ■■-„ ■ ^ ,-. ; ■ -, /i^v^: -^'f' ;...-■ .-m^ 
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Mipj^i^' 



;. ■-■ '■■*■■'• .;■;.-■" f- ■4;.- •'•L 
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'i; ' :^^'^ '' ^.?; ^ 



i\j LiiKJLUi IHt ULtKK JU fltlEND THE ROLL OF ATTORl^tYSW^''^ 
CHANGE OF NAME OF BERNARD L. SWIRSKY TO •BERNARD#;W1 
" IS GRANTED. --^ ' '.^^ ::■■: \::.^M^^M 



JOSEPH PONESKY VS. JOSEPH E. ELY 

THE MOTION FOR LEAVE. TO FILE APPLICATION .IS GRANTED. 
THE APPLICATION IS DENIED. S ■ 

FRANK E. STOEHR VS. STATE OF MINNESOTA • i 
?,i:-v ' . APPLICATION DZNIED." '; 

•. 'IX PARTE BERNARD L. SVIRSKY "' ' " 1'. >'''■ -*V|?|^*§;5 

. THE MOTION TO DIRECT THE CLERK TO AMEND THE ROLL OF .ATTORhltYS^'f ' 

^ TO SHOW THE r "" '" ^ '*'-^' 

■/, ' L. SWERLAND" 

'.■, ORIGINAL. EXPARTE JOSEPH F. KOLEG. .• , .7 - >.v 

-.' ORIGINAL. IlXI'ARTEC. E. PHILLIPS " ■ - ■{■ :V ''-^ ^j'^i' f,?^ 

■.: ORIGINAL. EX PARTE OSVILLE CHESTER GARRISON. 'v :. ii'^iV-ltij,-. 

THE MOTIONS FOR LEAVE TO FILE PETITIONS FOR WRITS, OF HABEAS' #'€,^#<i 

CORPUS ARE DENIED. . ' • 'i' m^^m^ 

.,, ORIGINAL. EX PARTE MARY H. HUGHES ■ ' ^'-^rm''!'*^' 

THE MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMtiSF"^ 

■ '" IS DENIED. ^* 

344 CONWAY VS. O'BRIEN, " ' -■ .'^ f:.^i":;.^i!iw*i 

THE MOTION TO DISMISS, IS DENIED. 
579 ODOM VS. ., 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVCIt 
OmECTOtl 




^-:i'^ i 




V 
^ 



HII:CSH 

June 3, 1935 



MEMORAKDTW FOR THE DIRECTOR 

9:30 A.M. 

-WM^^^^B the Mars hal^ of the Supreme Court, calle i 
on the telephone and stated the^S imreme Court is to meet for"" 
its laetjieeting of this session this morning, and that he 
und^etandsTlommunists are to picket ihe Court and would like 
aboTrtrtfiree men to sl^^he courtroom ae they have done 
previously. I toldH|^^pthat this would he done, but 
mentioned to him the^f^IoTsm which had been visited upon 
US because the identl^ofour men was revealed at the Capitol 
a week or so ago. ^■|^H^6Sured meourmenirould be 
strictly undercove^nSrSuggested thal^^^^^^^who had 
previously handled the detail, go wit^B^I^Kf 

I telephoned Mr, Ladd at the Washington Field Office 
an^equested him to send the men, having them report toJ 
^^^ before 11 o'clock. 





Very 



V?^ 



C/ 




yours. 



H. Nathan. 
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WaBMngton ?leld Office, Room S74S, 
Washington, D«0« 

J\in« 4, 1935* 



c 



Director, 

Federal Bureau of Inveatlgatlou, 

U* S« Department of Justice, 

Pennsylvania Avenue at Ninth Street, N* W*, 

Washington, D«C* 



Dear Sir: 

In compliance with instructions from Assletan^Dlreotor 
M^» Harold Nathan to have thre^^sents report to fl|HH|H^^B 
Marshal^^Suproni© Cpurt^ of the United States, on Jun^a^sSo^Tor 
the purpose of observation of visitors entering the court while 
In session and to he ava^abl^shoulda^thln^arl^ an unusual 

nat ure. Special ^^^'^^■HB^^^^HHHIHIHf^^^ 

isslgned to thl^detal^reporxe^t^TS^orfloe ^^^^ 
after the nature of the assignment had heen expiaineo by 
^bo Agent flHJly, the latter dlploniatically requested of 
^ fchat It no^Te made generally known to other persons on 
ty, such as doormen and Capitol Police, that agents were assigned 
to the Supreme Court Chamber* 




r an unusua j 
id|HH^ 

sacplRnea bj 



The agents occupied seats at strategic points in the 
Chamber enabling them^ to have full observation of the Chamber at 
all times^ 



Nothing of unusual manner occurred* 
bis appreciation of the courtesy shown* 



expressed 



Very truly yours. 



A 



J* M* KEITH, iP^y'^ 
Special Agent in Charge* 
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.Bon, &1 
Aaslstant . _. _ 
Atltnta, O«orgla, 
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Dear Vr^ UnflMyi 






•^^ y^^5:^.^■; 



^■■''".»v':' 



*^%^-^J:^'| 



?^;:>. 






of th« lblt«d 8taU?^P« OourA-lJ thT "€*^ " '^^^^^^ 

oaw Of Tbliod 8t«to« T«. iawr<S«m, wMoh '' r^- r*V^^*^ 

InrolTo. tb» rl«ht of tu trlalUTiidgt tp ^' ^ 

mmna tho oplgi nal'^nt*noo laq>omdT ^ ■'"*---^ ^-^^-^^i^^r^r 
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With boft vlihefl, I na«l» 
Cordially TDura, 
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. 



No. 112.— October Term, 1930, 



The United States of America, 

vs. 

Edward Benz 



On Certificate from the 
United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit. 



[January 5, 1931.] 

Mr. Justice Sutherland delivered the opinion of the Court. 

This case is here on a certificate from the court below under 
§ 239 of the Judicial Code, as amended by the act of February 13, 
1925, c. 229, 43 Stat 936, 938 j U. S. C, Title 28, §346. Benz 
was indicted for a violation of the National Prohibition Act He 
entered a plea of guilty and was sentenced to imprisonment for a 
term of ten months beginning December 27, 1929. While \mdergo- 
ing imprisonment under thia sentence, and before expiration of the 
term of the federal district court which had imposed the sentence, 
he filed a petition asking that the sentence be modified. The 
court, over the objection of the United States, entered an order 
reducing the term of imprisonment from ten to six months. The 
government appealed, and the court below, desiring the instruc- 
tion of this Court, certified the following question: 

**Afl!er a District Court of the United States has imposed a sen- 
tence of imprisonment upon a defendant in a criminal case, and 
after he has served a part of the sentence, has that court, during 
the term in which it was imposed, power to amend the sentence 
by shortening the term of imprisonment!" 

The contention of the government is that after the defendant 
haa been committed and has entered upon service of a valid sen- 
tence, the power of the court to alter the sentence, even at the same 
term, has come to an end. In addition, some stress is put upon the 
fact that the powers of the three departments of government are 
separated by the Constitution, so that one of the departments 
may not exercise the powers conferred upon either of the others; 
and it ia suggested that from this separation the implication fairly 
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may be drawn that a reduction by the court of a valid sentence 
after it has been partly served is, in effect, an invasion of the 
power to pardon offenses, including the power to commute, 
vested in the executive by Art II, § 2, cl. 1, of the Constitution. 

The general rule is that judgments, decrees and orders are 
within the control of the court during the term at which they 
were made. They are then deemed to be "in the breast of the 
court" making them, and subject to be amended, modified, or 
vacated by that court. Goddard v. Ordway, 101 U. S. 745, 752. 
The rule is not confined to civil cases, but applies in criminal' cases 
as well, provided the punishment be not augmented. Ex parte 
Lange, 18 Wall. 163, 167-174; Basset v. United States, 9 Wall. 38. 
In the present case the power of the court was exercised to miti- 
gate the punishment, not to increase it, and is thus brought within 
the limitation. Wharton, in Criminal PL and Pr., 9th Ed., § 913, 
says: "Ma. general practice, the sentence, when imposed by a 
court of record, is within the power of the court during the ses- 
sion in which it is entered, and may be amended at any time 
during such session, provided a punishment already partiy suffered 
be not increased." 

The distinction that the court during the same term may amend a 
sentence so as to mitigate the punishment, but not so as to in- 
crease it, is not based upon the ground that the court has lost con- 
trol of the judgment in the latter ease, but upon the gropnd that 
to merease the penalty is to subject the defendant to doable 
punishment for the same offense in violation of the Fifth Amend- 
ment to the Constitution, which provides that no person shaU "be 
subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life 
or amb." This is the basis of the decision in I^x parte Lange 
supra. There, the punishment prescribed by statute was im- 
prisonment for not more than one year or a fine of not less than 
ten doUars nor more than two hundred dollars; but Lange was 
sentene^ to one year's imprisonment and to pay two hundred 
dollars fine. Five days after the imprisonment had begun, after 
payment of the fine and during the same term, Lange was brought 
before the same court on a writ of habeas corpus; an order was 
entered vacating the former judgment, and he was again sentenced 
to one year a imprisonment from that time. This court stated the 
rule to be, p. 167: "The general power of the court over its own 
judgments, orders, and decrees, in both civil and criminal eases 
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ment in United States v. Murray, 275 U. S. 347, 358. In that 
case this Court held that where the defendant had hegun to serve 
his sentence, the district court was without power, under the Pro- 
hation Act of March 4, 1925, to grant him probation j and, citing Ex 
parte Lange as authority, said: ''The beginning of the service of 
the sentence in a criminal case ends the power of the court even 
in the same term to change it/' But the Murray case involved 
the construction of the Probation Act, not the general powers of 
the court over its judgments. The words quoted were used by 
way of illustration bearing upon the congressional intent, but were 
not necessary to the conclusion reached. That they state the rule 
more broadly than the Lange case warrants is apparent from the 
foregoing review of that case. 

The rule thus being settled for this court by its prior decisions, 
we need not discuss the conflicting state cases nor the conflicting 
decisions of lower federal courts which are cited, further than to 
say that the federal cases cited by the government in support of 
its position are comparatively recent, and at least in some in- 
stances rest upon the general statement in the Murray case just 
quoted. The earlier view is to the contrary. Thus in the case of 
In re Graves, 117 Fed. 798, where a person had been resentenced 
to serve for a period of one and one-half years after having been 
imprisoned for a number of days under a sentence of two years, 
the court refused to discharge him on habeas corpus, saying : 

'*It involves only the inquiry whether the court possessed the 
powCT to reeaU the prisoner, set aside the sentence, and impose 
another modified sentence during the same term, notwithstanding 
the fact alleged that execution of the former sentence had com- 
menced; and, whatever diversity of opinion appears in other juris- 
dictions, the doctrine is established in the federal courts that such 
power exists, and that it is applicable as well where the original 
sentence was in excess of jurisdiction. [Citing, among other 
cases, Ex parte Lange and Basset v. United States, supra,] In 
• ?^ ^f^ange, supra, the doctrine so stated is distinctly recog- 
nized, but the case is distinguished as one where the statute author- 
ized imprisonment, or fine, in the alternative only, and the sen^ 
tence unposed both; and the majority opinion merely holds that 
new sentence of imprisonment alone cannot be imposed after pay- 
ment of the fine, which operated as a satisfaction of the prior judg- 
ment The sentence under which this petitioner is imprisoned is 
m all respects more favorable to him than was the original sen- 
tence, and escape therefrom is sought on the ground of change in 
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Under date of the 10th Instant the\ppe«e Court handed down Ite 
oplnloa In the ease of Johp G^Darby, formerly an officer of the 



Montgomery County National Bknk of Boekrllle, Maryland, holding that 
the transcription Into a record of the bank of the forged signature 
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the close of that opinion the Court saldt 

"Whether the conclusion would be the same If the 
signature had been genuine, but the eigner had been 
knoim ;fco be an insolvent, or a man of etraw (cf. 

jtCoo^er T. United States, 13 r, (2d) 16; JMprse t. 

ignited States, suga pgnlted Statee v.^fe^sunrii. 

yBllllngsley t. United States , eupra ). lhSr7 l7i5~ 
occasion to determine. Our dedelon does not go .'-' 
bisyond the limits of the case before ue.* 

Tpti' Will recall that in the Cooper ease ths Court of Appeale held 



V • 



that entries ^rssnltingft-om the diecounting of «i acoomBodation not. 

of an In-olTent maker wre true entrl... a. other <Jes cited held 

■■,■":■ "■ ;'.''*r.vV , , ■ ■ .-■..•■■ 

otherwiee,' ■ ■>■ "^' ' >> ■■' ■■.'.■<. 

'■-■'■■ > ',..:S ' '■■".,'■ 

In new of tM,« reference by the Supreme Court, end the lack of 

uniformity in the decisions cited, 1 ehall be glad to hare the ac- 

I'Ut out L^e :.iiwit* iii tach casss as false entries. In a 



» ;l'>;■^^!,^^l: 




r.^V -;- 







"^*-' — -^ ...t^ -*.,^^— _^ 



o 



Ifemorandum for lfr« HboTer. 



April 16, 1933. 



-3- 




proper case that q^uestlon may also 1>6 present ed to the Supreme Court 
and settled. It seems more Important than the truest Ion in the Darby 
case I because euch transactions are more frec^uent. 
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TO ALL SPECIAL AGENTS IN CHARGE: 



Undai* date of April 10 » 1933 » the §>tt)reme Court handed 
down its opinion in the case of John G.(Wart)y» formerly an officer, 
of the Montgomery County National Bank of Rockville, Maryland, 
i<&lding that the transcription into aip^ord of the bank of the 
^forged signature of an*^ndorser on a^romissory note constitutes 



a^alse entry. 



Near the close of that opinion the Court said: 



"Whether the conclusion would be the same if the 

signature had been genuine, but the signer had 

been known to be an insolvent, or a man of straw ^ 

(cf . Cooper v* United States . 13 F* (2d) 16; 

Morse V. United States , supra : United States v» 

Sam. supra . Billineslev v. United States , sup ra ) . 

there Is no occasion to determine. O^ir decision 

does not go beyond the lijnits of the case before us." 

r 

In the Cooper case the Court of Appeals held that entries 
resulting from the disco^inting of an accommodation note of an 
insolvent maker were true entries- The other cases cited held 
otherwise* y 

In view of the refsMfnce by the Supreme Court and the apparent 
lack of uniformity in thb^decieione cited by jyn Court, it XS desired 
that Special Agents in the future set out the®entries in such cases as 
false entries eo that the question may ultimately be passed upon by the 
Supreme Court. 

Very truly yours, 



J» Edgar Hnnvpr^ 
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. 



No. 653.— OcTOBEK Term, 1932. 



The United States of America, 
Appellant, 

John G. Darby, Appellee. 



On appeal from the Dis- 
trict Court of the 
United States for the 
District of Maryland. 




[April 10, 1933.] 

Mr. Justice Cakdozo delivered the opinion of the Court. 

The case involves the construction of a statute of the United 
States which makes it a crime for an officer or employee of a Fed- 
eral reserve bank, or of any member bank, to make any entry in 
its books with intent to defraud. R. S. sec. 5209 as amended by 
the Act of September 26, 1918, c. 177, sec. 7; 40 Stat 972: 12 
U. S. Code, sec. 592.* 

An indictment in sixteen counts charges the appellee, John G, 
Darby, with a violation of this statute. Eight entries are alleged 
to have been falsely made. Each has relation to a separate promis- 
soiy note discounted by the Montgomery County National Bank of 
Eockville, Maryland, The notes bore the genuine signature of 
J. Q: Darby as maker. They bore what appeared to be the signa- 
ture of Bessie D, Darby as co-maker or endorser. In fact, as the 
appellee well knew, her signature was a forgery. With this knowl- 
edge he entered in the discount book the n ame of Bessie D, Darby 

•Sec. 52t)9. Anj officer, director, agent, or employee of any Federal reserre 
bank, or of anj member bank . . , who . . . makes aay false eatiy 
in my book, report, or atatement of inch Federal reaerve bank or member 
bank, with intent in any case to injure or defrand such Federal reserve bank 
or member bank, or any other company, body politic or corporate, or any 
indivldnal person, or to deceive any officer of sncli Federal reaerre bank or 
member bank, or the Comptroller of the Currency, or any agent or examiner 
appointed to examine the affairs of iuch Federal fewrro bank or member 
bank, or the Federal BesetYo Board j . . . shall be deemed goilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof In any district court of the United 
States shall be fined not more than ^5,000 or ihall be impriaoned for not more 
than five years, or both, in the discretion of the court. 
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as co-maker or endorser, and did this in the course of his employ- 
ment as assistant cashier. The odd ntunbered counts charge an 
intent to injure and defraud the bank, and the even numbered 
counts an intent to deceive the officers of the bank and the Comp- 
troller of the Currency, A demurrer to the indictment -was sus- 
tained by the District Court on the ground that the discount of 
the paper had been recorded as it occurred, and hence that the 
entries ^ere not false mthin the meaning of the statute. The 
ease is here under the Criminal Appeals Act (Act of March 2, 
1907, e. 2564, 34 Stat. 1246; 18 U. 8. Code, sec. 682; cf. Judicial 
Code, sec. 238; 28 U. S. Code, sec 345) upon an appeal by the 
Government. 

"The crime of making false entries by an officer of a national 
bank with the intent to defraud . . . includes any entry on 
the books of the bank ^hich is intentionally made to represent 
what is not true or does not exist, with the intent either to deceive 
its officers or to defraud the association," Agnew v. United States, 
165 U, S, 36, 52- The act charged to the appellee is criminal if 
subjected to that test At the time of the entry, no note was in 
existence with the signature of Bessie D, Darby as co-maker or en- 
dorser. No note with such a signature had been discounted by the 
bank. The forged signature was a nullity, as much so as if the 
name had been blotted out before the discount, or never placed 
upon the notes at all. Verity was not imparted to the entry by 
the simulacrum of a signature known to be spurious. Agnev) v. 
United States, ^upra; Coffin v. United States, 162 U, S. 664, 683 ; 
United States v. Morse^ 161 Fed. 429, 436; Morse v. United States, 
174 Fed. 539, 552; United States v. Warn, 295 Fed, 328, 330; BUl- 
ingsley v. United States, 178 Fed. 653, 659, 662 ; Peters v. United 
States, 94 Fed. 127, 144, As well might it be said that dollars 
known to be counterfeit might have been entered in the books as 
cfi^h. 

To read the statute otherwise is to be forgetful of its aim. Its 
aim was to give assurance that upon an inspection of a bank, pub- 
lie 4>ffieers and others would discover in its books of accoxmt a pic- 
ture of its true condition. United States v. Carbett, 215 U, S. 233, 
241, 242; BtKtngfsIey v. Uniitd Biaie^, supra. One will not find 
the picture here. Upon the face of the books there was a state- 
ment to examiners that paper with two signatures had been dis- 
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counted by the bank and was then in its possession. In truth, to 
the knowledge of the maker of the entries, there were not two sig- 
natures, but one- 
Nothing at war with our conclusion was said, much less decided 
in Coffin y. United States, 156 U. S. 432, 462. The opinion i^ 
that case is to be read in the light of a later opinion in the same 
case (162 U. a 664), and of the stiU later opinion in Agnew v, 
Untted States, supra. Whether the conclusion would be the sam^ 
if the signature had been genuine, but the signer had been known 
to be an insolvent, or a man of straw (cf . Cooper v. United States, 
13 F, (2d) 16; Morse v. United- States, supra; United States v. 
Warn, supra, BUlingsley v. United States, supra), there is no oc- 
casion to determine. Our decision does not go beyond the limits 
of the case before us. 

The judgment should be reversed and the case remanded to 
the District Court for further proceedings in accordance with 
this opinion. 

7^ « so ordered. 
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United States Uarshal^^^Bf the Supreme Court cali^d!*" 
me and stated that hla office waWSBg deluged with letters Sfi"* g* d^ 
persons in the TOXious parts of the country, protesting the s4nte|jcing" 

V in one of the so nthera^ states t probably in Georgift, of a »an flamed 

.^Sn^pnt^llarshair * - - - ^ 
Court but protesi 
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Stated that the letters did not threate&^iiihe- 



^^^^^ eme Court's refusal to review this case^ 
I informed Marshal^|^prhat the facts as he related them did not 
appear to Indicate a violation of a Federal Statu te with in the in- 
vestigative Jurisdiction of this Bureau* ItershalJIJIj^waiited to 
know whether he could send the letters to the Bureau for examination 
to ascertain whether there was anything illegal about them^ and I 
told him that the Bureau would be glad to look the letters over# 
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Respectfully, 
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- V; ^ Nov, 9, 1935 . 



Hon, J, Edgar Hoover, 
Director Bureau Investigation, 
U, S, Department of Justice, 
Washington, D, C, 

Dear Six: ^ 

I wish to express ny thanks for the courtesy extended to nyself 
and Staff of Officers on our visit to the Department of Justice Builds 
ing on Thursday, Hov, 7, 1935, 

, !■ one of your Assistants, made our visit especialOy 
interesting due to his apparent unlimited knowledge of the various 
Departinents and facilities. His comments and explanations were veiy 
instructive and we feel that we have received much valuable informa- 
tion as to the apt)rehenslon of criminals • 




Again thanking you, I remain. 
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MEMORANDDM FOR THE DIRECTOR. 



At 2; SO this cifternoon this Agent conducted the fol- 
lowing members of theSSup rege Court guard through the reception 
room, the exhibit hall? the Identification Division, the Crime 
Laboratory, and the pistol range t 




c^ 



rjV 




At the conclusion of the^our the members of the 
group expressed themselves as being extremely pleased and stated 
that they also wanted to express to Mr. Hoover their thanks for 
being permitted to be shown through the Bureau on a special tour. 

Respectfully, 
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NOV 12 li^35A.M. 
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^^^^^ said tbat^mBHHPc>f thc^ark 
o e> who took care of a matter for Mr. Tolipa 
at one time, called him this afternoon and 3aid 
two of his lieutenants and three aargeants 
would HJce to come to the Bureau either lednesday 
or Thursday of this week for a tour. They will 
also be interested In the plstpl ranges 

_ Id he adTised^HJP^H^ to get 
>uch wlth^the J^lrector's offlc^tnconncttion 
with settiqg a time and that the Director would 
be glad to bare them» 
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^titexai J^uremt of <3f«6^»%alum 

Hovember 6, I935 
MEMORAMDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
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'YiHr::^: 




I Mr lenuiJ , 



\f*A wtA ^Vi ^rf\iiv« 



In compllai 
communicated with 
assigned to the Ui 

to Special Agent ^^^^ 

like to go througlRB^Bureau. 





5 Mr- Tracy 



K. 



MieE Gtndy-. 



LCtions^^/I telephonlcally' 
of the policg^fprce — 



svTl^i* 



►upre5je_Cogrt who had indicated G^K 
he and some of his men would 



i-<^i.a*jc 



.^ 




Arrangenents were made wltl]^HHH^^for him to 
appear in the Director's reception rooWlloirow, Movember 
7th, at 2*30 P.M., at which time the7 will be taken through 
the entire Bureau. He stated that they were particularOy 
interested in the range in this building in view of the fact 
that they were contemplating the building of a range for the 
use of their nen and would like to inspect the one in this 
building. 

I advised ^^^pmi^that the Idrector had 
issued instructions that he be accorded every courtesy. 

Respectfully 
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(&Uitt trf tilt (ttaptam "* 
?up«ttw OTourt of tli< Pnitcb ^tate» 

IBaB^ington, ^. (ff. 

March 18, 1937, 



J^ntiDnal 5321 



^ederal Bureau of Investigation , 
Waehlngton, D. C* 

Dear Sir: 



Thlg vlll introduce to you ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

«ct«ded the. WUI be greaivapi^^Iat^ '^"" "^''^ 

ftenking you, ,1th kindest pereonel regards, 1 remain. 



Very truly yours. 



&f^ 
\ji' 




S.C.U.S. Pollce-Guapd. 
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MAr S3 1937 P. W. 
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for jr©w infoimatioBj 

It ea larch 18^ 1937^ 

. X ^^ir^ • letW of iBtroducUox, frw you, .t 

"^ C -* . ? •■ '•17 fl«d that tW» courUty «oiild 
W «xUDd«d ud bop« that It ••rrsd to Mr* fuUr 

^"jiS.**^ -^^t •«. of th. ^lou. phn.rS' 

with boat olahaa asd kljid r^arda^ X 
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Mr* J* Edgar Hoover^ 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department of Ju-tice, 
Vashington, D« C« 



Ify dear Mr* Hoover: 

May I express 
courtesy extended to 
visit €o your departmS 
they were conducted ty 
visit Interesting but 




March 26, 1938. 




tlncere appreciation for the 

and her brother on 

the kindness ofi 

who not only made their 

.ructive* 



I cordially extend to you and your assistants, or friends, 
an Invitation to visit the Court at any time, when it will be my 
privilege to try and make their visit interesting* 

Again thanilng you end with kindest regards, I remain. 



Very sincerely yotirs. 




b^- 




Supreme Court, U. S. Police-Guard 







nin-'' ; ''"Uf F.lfjVtSTIGATION 

MAR 2i 




'ft 



? 



6 



:) 



LBHtAOl 

62-38742-5 
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♦ .. f* **" ^*^ *^** iai»«J of 

t^glU m» about tho racont tottr vhiel^ 
— j^^aad ber brotbor took tbrou£h tb« fSc^ 
•■ of the FodordL finrMn of Zarcatlgotioo. 

I nnt 700 to know that th« |BI 
!• salj too bappgr to rooel^ w^ of yav ^ - 

fri«a«U, and «e will certainly tftka advimtaca 
of your kind invitation to visit the tnptvm 
Court* 
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31 May 19^0 
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Hon* J« Fdgar Hoover, 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Department of Justice, 

Washington, D«C* 



i^ri'^Tr^ 






Hy^ Dear Slrt 

I wish to express the appreciation of the Supreme Court Police &r 
for your splendid contribution for their entertainme nt on May ' ^8, 1 9^; 

picture was of great interest and the talk by your assistant, 
was educational and very much en j eyed by all* 

Again allow me to thank you for your consideration and kindness* 



i/J^- 



/ 




Veiy reepectfulOy yours. 



fef^ 
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.c.n.s. 
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Tour oo«etun(eail9a dat^d ifaj^ 3ij 
ld40> iia« dt«n r§c§tutd ond X im« pj^a^td 
tnd09d $0 i«ora tfto« tAr «#:i^#r4 0/ tht 
^pr»m€ Cour^^olic£m^ougs $0 much th9 ' > 
>r#aaMt« 0/ HH^^^^^P ond th# 4A<liPin0 { 
•/ t'^* /lis 'J0U I'cift'l Bit Aicay »t*h It* '- 
^^ at thgir tod oi B«««(ap on iroy *a^ iP40« 

■. .,,vv;.r— ;■.-. ■■■■ I mnt toJtsBurfutu thut i^ ma§ -} 

/or thi§ acco#l«jii,^^^^^^^ 

V ^,. SincgrtZy your*. 
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FROM 



subject: 




date: January 6^ 1960 



ToUoA 

Mohr 

Poisons _ 
Belmont . 
Collahan . 
DtLoach . 
Uaionm _ 
UcGult* _ 

Ros«n 

To mm 




L^ 



TiotUr 

V.C. SuHlvan 
iT«i». Hooa ^ 
Gandy 



17. fl. ^nPnr.MK court (vSSC) 
USE OF BUREAU TRAlNlNa FXIMS 
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On January 7^ Jgeg^ ^^^^^^^BI^^^^^B^^y A^^ iBtant 
to i^arshal HH^HHI^I^^^ ^Hp^^^^^^^u^'^ Police j adviaed the 
use of visual aids in their training program is bein^empha^sed^^ 
including showing of pertinent training type films ^ H^^I^HI^^ 
noted the Bureau has periodically in the past afforded certain of 
the USSC police members firearms training at Quant(tco at which 
time certain training films u>ere shown. He stated Justice 
Department has assisted USSC in obtaining a 16 mm movie projector, 
and in planning their training schedule, the Marshal wondered if 
the Bureau might have available films on subjects such as firearms 
training, handling of evidence, taking fingerprints, work of 

Bureau Laboratory, etc^. which could be borrowed for a dau or two* 

— ... ^f ^ . - ^ - . ... ^ .^ 

JLfter checking with Training and Inspection Division, 

*" 1008 advised we have a limited number of films of this 

^re, vneir availability depending at ani^^urticular time on the 
number of requests made for their use, ^m^HH^s toted he just 
wanted to inquire as the Marshal may destr^z^^ena over a letter 
soon asking to borrow two or three films. He stated such a request 
would be made a week or two ahead, would indicate (^ particular 
subjects of interest and date desired, and would state that they 
would have a man pick up and return the films. 

Training and Inspection Division has been advised of 
possible request by USSC* 

4CTioir i 

Tor information of Training and Inspection Divie^id^ in 
event request to borrow films received from USSC Police. 
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{FHf Him III '■^^^^BBflli I'll Ml I I II Bwxtm, UAlagi»ng »* 0.^ 



^JS^^ f»M »t ■•» xow «iV« to f# 19>6, and povteufctd niMbMii« 



HU b« Mt«d «ut thlilttUy 



■<;. 



■■:■ - J- 




<ow>tm tot ttttla' d«rM»tM7 rwuisks sa «« 9«ifit9 
Vit «!•» «• t» «^if>^MM_OoBrt «f th« Vult^d St^ 

^ V ^^ W li rtqp«ftad that 1h« Vprnxltlnff i^pMrUg 

X i»voIHiic tb* MBdlac af ttaqTami* Uttan to tto Mrootor. 

);/T^ •i^ •«>« fWirt»«lt 99VWBMDt •tftsUlt. tt to IttOflM **" 
' rOQMotod 1b«t MM bo •omparaA ilth tti* ^so«ylMB« 

«hieh oro oo tUo ia tho Ti 













to Iko 0000 onUtlod, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. 8. DEPARTUEHT OF JUSTICE 
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Case: Rei 



Tla8h#^ !>• C* 



tiaborfttory Report 
4ter to Hon* 



Number; 62-43181^-1 



Specimens: 

62-43104*1 A* One page of aaioiOTious letter begliming: "Exactly lUce ttB «canmiy~^ 
(carbcc copy) 
** B« BoTelope addressed to Bon* J* Edgar Bbover^ postmarloBdj 

Elizabeth, N*J*, 1, Vay.ll, 1936, 10 M 



itequenxsa "WfiL-c "cne x^xDg lii aooire xisxea specimi 
idth ttie specimeaae on fllei in ttie case entitled^_ 
Examination requested by: Director (aaa beloir 



oe cQDipfir ea 




Date received :5-21-3$ Jm lOiOO ^ 
Examination requested: Doounent 
Result of examination: 



b^ 



l^a^aX oCdZT^ 



Examination by: 




Tiotjjij Extortloni Bureau file 
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thieving g._ ^^ 
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J^^tice will 
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lett er to Honorable 
Sf Senate I 







Beferenoe Is ttade to the atore^entltled ease In vhloh 

an pbscena typewritten letter originally ad dreaaed to Senator^^ 'ftaaar 

waa ancloaed in an emrelopy which waa addresaed to the Director^ Vt s tM > ^ 

'ked •Ellaat>etht New Jeraey 1| Uay 11, 1036^ 16 fJiU^. (hotogra^lo ^ 

opplea of ibla letter and enrelope are attached hereto # MtV^ 

Bie examiner teporta that the letter waa written with a typewrlterVl 
equipped with Boyal Elite type epaoed twelTe lettera to the Inoh^ the dealgn 
of whi6h Indloatea that the siachlxie waa aanufaotured after January SOt 1080 
with a aerial number larger than 486706 • Ihe paper uaed for this letter le 
a cheap grade of yellow aecond aheet, and eontalna no watemark^ Tbe enye- 
lope la plain wfaltoi and bear a no watermazk^ 



JbZ 







In «seord8aLo« with the requeat of the Director, the typewriting 

Bureau file #9-1416, S^^SeStlflR^^WBW^^BI^ ^ 

HbweTer, the tjrpevritins on thla letter vaa coshered with the ^ 

typewriting appearing on preTioua aAonjnttOue letters to the Director and a 

wa.8 found to be Identical with the typewriting on the lettera In the fol- 3 

lowing two eaaee: A nonynous letter to th e Director, Bureau #62>9B715; ^ 

Anonynoua let ter to the D irector, Bi^eau #61S-^dd5Sr^^71>^e letten^ItTtteee >* 

two caaaa are ot tt» aane'"eiandez^UB,'<rBsoene and anonymD'oa type and con- ^ 
tain characterletlce which Indleate that Ifaey were written by the aaae 

paraon writing tlw Inatant lettarr* 3 

I 
Sie etationery uaed for the two prevloua lettera haa been cobh 

pared with the preeent letter, but haa been found to be not Identical* 

> I am alao attaohlng hereto photograpba of the other two lettere 
and ^nTelopee preTloualy addreaaed to the Director and wfaloh haTe been 
Identified with tbia one* Z euggeet the InTeatlgatiTw TJhlt give aome 
apedal eonalderatlon to thla aeriee of lettera* Obey are particularly 
Tile and unwarranted and It may be that a eonalderatlon of the aerlea aa 
a whole will result in acne field leeda which woul d be helpful in de^ 
tenalning the writer^ RECORDED & indexed F/ J/ ^ J <T i 1 O 

Reapact^ully , (3 ^^^ 0/ d ^^ oL 
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Ben, J. Bd^ar floorar^ 



fbr (*rlat a«k« lat ua kara * kit of Juatiaa. Aa cnaloaad alippim 
ia yotir al«w. How it ia d4tt«zul«d ky «• kara of Prioaaton tkat yott l^ad* 
iataly inaaraarata tkia tkia^nct traitorioum kaatard. 

Mad ^iXa w ara on tka aukjaat of^alawinc, you Vra karaky adviaad Ia 
no unaartain taru tkat m kara tuo mtklaaa^nally^allw ^urdarara rirkt 
kara In tka aity of Naw Tork." 

&«n«ral H.^>k S.Vunk JcJwaon and Barnard M.Mrdarar Baru«k« fitop kiill 
akittinc tka anlitktanad aitiimry and nlpa tka a aim of youraalf. Go oat 
and cat tkaaa rapulalTa kaxtarda. 

Mll^t not orarlook tka aknnk now in tka «iita Bouaa» tka fkU-arawad 
paraaita ^cm Juat raturnad fi-oai kia perp«tual Taaation. tka arop daatroyar^ ^ 
tka World Courtar* tk« Bonua Yatoar^ tka atarration Vk^ar, tka rat 1*0 tri«« 
to pal« kisaalf off on tka d«apoil»d i»«rlaui mt a ««akar of tka louay JmBf 
iaan La^on^ iA«n all tkia aur did ma to flckt tka war tm tka ly»*rioua kattla- 
fialda of tka Potcmaa i*ila ka alawad tka jmklia traaaury for t«n,tkouatnd plua. 
tka craataat kulJtklttar tkat #rar atappad into tka Vational Capitol. ' 

. ,f^ *!t* ^^^ °' *^* ^^^ ^* praf arakla to tkat of any Indirldual, "IriatotU: 
Would to Ood tkat «• kad a kar of Juatlaa.iiiara w% aottld dotonatrata tka aaaur^ 
aay or ijrittotla. 

nara ia ona Mariaan tkat don*t glTa tkraa-i^oopa in kail for you and your 
l^li •tlnkinc^ all*y^ parrartad ao aallad dapaiimtot of Juatiaa. It avalla to 
tka ki|H kaaTana. , 

But mayka aftar 195« tka tkorougkly «nll|>tanad and aqually datarminad ait- 
itmry Inaludlnc tka «ntira,«tudant kody of tka kapt aoXlaraa tkroufkout our land 
will drira you rata to kall# , , i . . .. „ . 

1 ' -* yv - ,.■•' .. ... . ..^. ^* ( V . ' ^ 

X d«taat a wrtkl«aa «k1| «rawad paraaita of tka 4, ttlcar floorar typa. 
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ia Jmmrimn tkat atwida r«ady to rid 
our ifiiit BAtion of jrou rutklaai mra, 
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WASHINGTON, D. G. 20535 
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f ] John Edgar Hoover, Director 
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FBI FILE NO. 

LAB. NO. &^90813027 XL 



Reference 



Bulet to Itov Orleans dated 6/12/69 
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The material described below has been searched in the following file without effecting an 

identification: AJi6iifnott8 Letter File 

Copies have not been added to this file for future reference* 

The submitted material is Attached har«tO« 

MATERIAL SUBMITTED: ,^^' /^^.^T^-- f/Ji 

Ql Envelope poetMTked "WBW 0U.EAH8, LA 4B PH 1 Abo 1969." 
vhich bears the hukd printed address "QRITEO STATES JXBPT. 

—^feiPp*"^;*; of n&led paper bearing figures and hand printing 
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Laboratory Work Sheet 



AGRICULTURE - VICTIM 
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File f -^f^T^^ ^ " :i 
Lab, # D-690813027 LL 



Examination requested by: Bureau Bulet to New Orleans $^ 8/12/69 



Examination requested: Docuaent 

Result of Examination: 
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Date received: 8/13/69 

Examination by; 
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'TiuJ ^2^tJ&^^^^^^ 



X- ' ^^ ^^-JftTl^ 
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^Specimens submitted for examlncitlon 



Ql Envelope p^tmarked *'NEW ORLEANS, LA 4B PM 1 AUG 
1969," which bears the hand printed address 'UNITED 
STATES DEPT* t)f AGRICULTURE WASHINGTON. D,C, '' 

<I2 Two sheets of ruled paper bearing figures and hand 
printing 
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UNITED STATES GO^' 'RNMENT 

Memoranaum 
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TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT.: 



Mr, D, J, Brennan, ^^^f^^^ ^^ate November 26, 1969 
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EXTORTION ^^^^^ 

The attached letter authored by subject and directed '^^^ 
to the "Unite^State^SuDMme Court" was made available to 1} ^ 
Liaison Agent^^H^^H^^^Pby Secret Service Lla jg»" \ (/ \tr 

represent at ive^HBHI^B^ on 11/24/69. ^^Hi^W r. J" X 
explained that ffll leiter was given to hinimh^^^ \K A 
Supreme Court United States Marshal's Office on 11/20/69)-' I / ^ 



b76- 



Bureau files ■m^^m^^^^Hmr62-105S55 
disclosed that subject Ha^beenth^iutho^of numerous 
threatening and nonthreatenlng letters in the past. 

ACTION: 



/' 



Route to Criminal Section^ General Investigative 
Division for information or any action warranted « 

Enclosure 
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United States Supreme Court 
Washington, D. C 

To The Entire Court: 



11 - 5 - 1969 



te'..-.-'*:-; 






Which Is Not a Democratic Court of Justice. It is a Communist Kangaroo 
Court. 

I am going On Fifty One I only Xnow Three (3); Lawyers Real Honest 
Truthful Lawyers. In My Book They were a God To Men whom such Kangaroo 
courts as This one and All courts unlawful sent to Prison for The ' 
almighty DiFfey Dollar 

Lyndon B, Johnson had John and Robert Kennedy Murdered, And The 
half breed communist Dictator Is still running The Government through 
Richard Nixon. All Lieing Politicians TalTcs about Organized Crime — 
Organized Crime Originated In Washington. Hdq's The U. S. Supreme 
Court Money and Backing the Fed Government 

Now 1 am giving This Kangaroo Court A Choice^. Help Clear My Name 
and My Record of Dam Lies by The Dam Dirty Law and Dirty Crooked 
Devil Judges. Or See That I get a check each Month for $300.°° Starting 
Immediately •Or between Now and Nov* 5, 1970 There will be JJo More 
Hell Hole called Washington, D. C. 1 will See Personally That Russia 
destroys It. 
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ThfeB) ^^''-{kW 'EMK^/Q Moij^ ^flpyf 

Wf^r^JW^ ^ ^,^ USSuEreMe, Court , 
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SAC, S«« Orl 
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OMMbM* a, 1M9 
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ivttstisatioas 
is tiM «tbj 

Hmt* wf mmclommd lMr««itli fer r«ci|pi«nt 0ff ice* a 

tru« eopy mad a X«rox c^pj of a l«tt«r datad Il/S/09 addraasad 
^ ^ . ^ . . . _ ^ _ . . ^ 




. .■t;_ 




aavax^a ia viitett tlM Xatt«r vaa nallad. ttim lattar coataiaa 
a vallad tluraat ta tiM Halt ad Statas SaprMia Court aad aay 
caaatitBta a poaalbla Ylalattoa ot thm Fadaral sxtartloa etatuta* 
Tiaa lattar alMtld iNi dlaeaaaad with tka appropriata Vnitad stutaa 
Attaraey aad a proaacotiva apiaiOB aoueht. VIO advisa local 
auttaorltiaa of tha thraat. Tlia •rlgiaal of t^ lattar bas baaa foi 
varded to tba Laboratory for ooi^ariaoa wltb pravioua cooauaicmtioi 
wrlttfl« bj tba aubjact« MO Imtaat fiagarpriat axaaiaatloa la 
baiac raquaatad aioca tba aubjact io bnova* 

lav Orlaaas abould oubait raavlta of lavaatlgatioa ia a 
fora aultabla for dlaaaaiaatioa lacludlac b«cfcsrowiid data 
coBcaralag tbla aubj«ct abo ia beliavad to ba aaatally doraagad 
aad aba ia vail fcaova to tba Vav Orlaaaa fiiviaioa. Ia aaakiag a 
pr oaacativo opialoa, Sa« Orlaaaa ia iastractad to diacuaa vitb 
tba Vaitad Stataa Attoraay tba poaaibllitj of bavias tbia iadlridai 
Ittad to a aaat'al iaatitatioa fOr fartbar obaarvatioa. 

Badoaaroa * 9 



SEE MOTE PAGE TVO . . . 



a « no (Sacloauroa - 3) 
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NOTE: 





^__^^^^^ has been a prolific letter-writer since 1950. He 
regularly writes to prominent persons and his letters often tlffles 
contain threats or veiled thre ats t<g> them. He has wrii 
Oirectoi 




The Bureau no longer acknowledges his letters addressee 

le Director. This letter concerns subject's latest letter 
to the Supreme Court containing a veiled threat. New Orleans 
has been requested to secure a prosecutive opinion. The original 
letter has been submitted to the Laboratory for examination. 
WFO was instructed to advise local authorities. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 



To: 






r"- 



FBI, Hew Orleans (9-2483) (0.2365) 



Date: 






I 





Itocember 17, 1969 



U. 8. SUPREUC CODRT - VICTIM 

EXTORTION 

00: Nev Orleans 



ExctiTtlnation requested by: 



Reference: 



Examination requested: 



Remarks : 



/ I John Edgar Hoover, Director 



FBI File NO. ^ 49026 

Lab NO, 0-691204004 LL 



Bureau 

Bulet to New QrlMns 12/2/69 

Document 



pr 



feSr'^-" 



_ -^ 



d:^^/os's'^^-// 



To] von 



Enclosures (4) (Q3, Q4, 2 Lab report) 
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j[}^ ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE^ 

r. ,'Tv^:. ii..;v.' ' ', 
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^•7^ 
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REPORT 
of the 
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lABOKATORT 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20S35 

fBI. y»w OrleanB (9^24 83 ) (9-2365) 

U. 8. SUPREME COURT - TZCTIII 
SXTOBTIOM 



Dots: 

FBI File No, 

Lob. No. 



December 17, 19^9 



D-69X204004 LL 

4^- /as-^<s's-- ^^ 



Specimens receivftd 



12/3/69 



i?"?^ 



Tolson 

D« Loach . 

Mohr 

Bithop _ 

Catptr 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

Ftlt 

Gait 

Rosen — 
SulUvon - 
Tavel 



TroHtt 

Tel«. Room . 
Holmwf 



Q3 Envelopo poetmarked "UCTAIEIE NOV 5 FU 1969 lA.^ 
boarlng the hand printed addrosF^Unlted Statos Supreme 
Court Vasblxsigton^ D.C." 

Q4 Accompanying one-*page letter bearing the hand printed 

nessage beginning "United States Supreme Court Washington^ D«i 
To the Sntlre Court* **** 

Result ot examination: 

QX and Q2 in this case are an envoi oi>e and letter i 
respectively I addressed to the ^United States Dept* of 
Agriculture I iraahlngton^ I>*C«" Ql and Q2 vere eKsunined in 
the Laboratory and the results of that examination irere 
furnished Kew Orleans in a report dated 8/28/69. 

Q3 and Q4 could not be associated with any of the 
specimens in the Anox^aiouB Iietter File. Copies of Q3 and 
Q4 have been added to this file for future reference. 

Ho known samples of captioned subject ^s handwriting 
or hand printing have been submitted to the Laboratory for 
comparison with the a^estloned matejial in this matter. 

^^^^f^l^aclnt card slgxuturea of 

MHHP^^^are not adequate for 
with the questioned matarlal In thla matttr* 

Handwriting characteristics indicate that Q3 and 
Q4 were prepared by the vritar of Ql and Q2« 

Q3 and Q4 vera photographed and ara being forvarded 
to Hev Orleans mith copies of this report. 
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U. 3. 3UP.^EMi: COURT - 

VICTIM 

EXTORTION 



NO LAB ?iL3 
Lab. # D-69120400-1 LL 



Examination requested by. Buraau 
Examination requested: Document 

Result of Examination: 



Examination by: 



Eulef^ 12/2/69 

Date received: 12/3/69 
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Specimens submitted for examination 



"*-- j>?^ 



Envalope postmarked UZTAIlilli; NOV 5 P:.I 1969 LA,' 
baaring ths hand printsd address United States Supreme 
Court "..'ashington, D.C. " 

Accompanying ons-pag- letter bearing the hand printed 
m-ssage b||yymln^ ^l^iii^ ,,ol a ^■u..illx..Lxl luli fe 






-o^^^ y^.^l^..^^^-''*^^^ ~ 



oy 






"Tc^*^ 
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OTIONAJ. PDRM Na 10 

MAY tm wj>mon 

•SA PPMR (41 CFW) 101 -t1 J 
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UNITED STATES GC ^RNMENT 

Memorandum 





2-...,:^ 



date: 12/11/69 



(RUC) 



^7 
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United States Supreme Court-Victim 

Extortion 

(00:N0) 



.*■"' 



/ 



Re Bulet to Hew Orleans 12/2/69. 

[nformatlon in relet furnishing to agent 
I t Intelligence Division, U nited 

^^^^fesMngtonJjC^JDC), and j 

UMB^^^BI^I^^By M etropolitan Police Departmen t . 
?D), WDC, on 12/9/69, by SA 
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^;?- /^^^^'J'- /^ 




» DEC 12 1969 
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Bvj* U.S. Savings Bonds Retularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



--^ T *^ 1 f 1 r II 



OrriONAU F0RMT40. 10 

MAY IM EDmON 

ttftA FFMR (41 cm) 101 -tut 
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UNIJED STATES GoC-^NMENT 

' Memorandum 








TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 






FROM 



Jf0^, NEW ORLEANS 



^ 



^O 



date: 12/12/69 



subject: 




^?<^ 







j> 




^SUPREME COURT - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 
00: NO ,. 

a 

e Bureau letter, 12/2/69,' entitled 

U. S. Supreme Court - Victim, Extortion.*' 

Referenced Bureau communication contained 
enclosure of a true copy and a Xerox copy of a letter 
dated 11/5/69, addressed to tl 
C- Was hi 1 





Enclosed herewith are 8 copies of a self-explanatory 
LHM which sets forth the opinion of AUSA, EDLA, in connection 
with the veiled threat contained in the communication to 
the U. S. Supreme Court, and also enclosed are two copies 
of FD-376. 



AuSA RICHARD E. OLSEN was contacted on 12/10/69 
for an opinion in this matter, OLSEN stated that it is 
apparent that subject has a mental problem, OLSEN said 
he would give consideration to the possibility of having 
subject committed to a mental institution for observation 
but before taking any such direct action, he wanted to 
review the prior communicatiomsubmitted in connection 
with this matter. 

OLSEN noted that he is currently engaged in a 
lengthy trial in USDC, but that he would afford this matter 
appropriate attention at the first opportunity. 

Liaison will be maintained wl 
to determine his progress in this matte 
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Bureau (Kncl. 10)1 ^^ 

1-WFO (ENcI. I) l^t-fU ^ 

-New Orleans / Efj^LOSURt 
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.1X0 9-2483/mhl 



it 



. • '•'-r ■ ■ 'i, 



.:*./■■ 
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^n 4 £2S ?°Py Of the enclosed LHM is being furnished 
WTO since WPO is in possession of prior memoranda and 
correspondence in connection with this matter. 

The Bui eau may desire to furnish a copy of the 
enclosed LHM to Secret Service, Washington, D. C. 

One copy each of the enclosed LHM is being 
furnished to Secret Service and USA, both New Orleans. 
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UNiVi::D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^JtICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



WASHINGTON, D-C. 20535 

December 12, 1969 



j>'> 




In Reply^ PtmiMe Refer to 
FU% No, 

Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

^' □ "»s attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee ^ 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2. □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

3. □ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 

participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4* □U.S. citrzens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 
Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. [X] Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior; 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) \X} Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

6. □ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph □ has been furnished □ enclosed □ is not available 
n ^^y be available through . . 



Very truly yours. 



^ 




John Edgir If cover 
Direcw 



1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 
U. S. Secret Service 



Enclosure(s) 



(Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.) 



To temiu ^'v. 
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In ltej,!y, T'lcase Jiejcr to 
File So. 



u rvt-Jci;) s'j'ATE? .depa v 'j'.m ]•: n'j' oj 3 S'i^J CK 



FEDEJMI. iSL'KKAli OV IN VES'JIG ATJO.N 

Now Or 1 e p ns , Lou is i c'n a 
December 12, 19 G9 



1 r\r 
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Yovr attention is invited to previous mernorandn 
.subir.it tod in connection with c^^ption^d individual under 
dates oX /aigust 14 and October 7, 1969, The U. S. SupreJiK 
Court, V/r.shington, D. C., roeeived n coinnunieation dnted 

which is set forth as follows. 

This coniiTiUnication v/as dri.rected to the U. S. 
Kup.reniG Court via the U.S. Postal System. 
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TRUE CO>^y 
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United States Supreme Court 
* Washington, D. C. 

> 

To The Entire Court: 



11 - 5 - 1969 



r^-^ 




vrhich Is Not a Democratic Court of Justice. It Is a Communist Kangaroo 
Court. " 

I Esm going On Fifty One I only >;nov7 Three (3); Law^^ers Real Honest 
Truthful La^-^ers* In Ky Boo)^ They were a God To Men V7hom such Kangaroo 
courts *as This one and All court? unlawful sent to Prison for The 
almighty Di^.fey Dollar - ' , 

Lyndon B. Johnson had John and Robert Kennedy Murdered, And The 
half breed common ist Dictator Is still running The Gove]^m1lent through 
Richard NiKon, All Lieing Politicians Tal)^s about Organi?:ed Crime — 
Organiz.ed Crime Originated In Washington, HdqVs The U, S, Supreme 
Court Money and Backing the Fed Government 

Now I am giving This Kangaroo Court A Choice^ Help Clear My Name 
and My Record of Dam Lies by The Dam Dirty Law and Dirty Crooked 
Devil Judges. Or See That I get a check each Month for $300.°° Starting 
Immediately. Or between Now and Nov. 5, 1970 There V7ill be l^o More 
Hell Hole called VJashington, D. C. I will See Personally That Russia 
destrovs It. 
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On Dccerabcr 10, 19S9, /GSistant U. G. Attorney 
Richard E. Olsen, Ens tern District of Louis innn, New 
Orleans, reviewed the fifor emontioned coriimimication directed 
to the U. £. Supreme Court. Mr. Ojscv^^dvlE ed th^t be 
would not entertnin prosecution of J^m|Hiuidor the 
Federal Extortion statute for tlie reasoi^That the wording 
in the conmiuiicf.tion is vague, non-specific snd contains 
onl^' rv veiled thre?*t* Mr* Olson stated he did not desire 
any investigation to be conducted in this matter. 

A review o^t>^^alove referencec; memoranda 
will disclose that ^^H^^lias previously submitted 
similar type cor.irnai'rTC^WWrs ?.e set forth 'above, to the 
U. E* Dc^-r^rtiient of Agriculture anci the Veterans Adminis tr^Uion. 
These cojut : -nic^^ cions contain similar type vor-r^-i no- n;^ noted 
in the i±'Cv(a coiiuuuuica tion and indicate tha 
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vn 1^ t ci i t*^ . 



tion pension and also in having his name cleared in con- 
nection v/ith his conviction of a second degree murder 
charge in the late 1940 *s, for v/hich he served appro;:ima 
ten years. 
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UNITED STATES GO\^ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

:DIRECT0R, FBI (62-105555) 

: SAC, MEW ORLEANS ^^^^^^ (p) 



'• o, SUPREME COURT - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 
(00: NEW ORI^NS) 




date: 1/29/70 



.■.■•■- jn-.t, i. 




t^ 



Remylet, 12/12/69, 

«* T- « On 1/27/70, AUSA RICHARD M, OLSEN, Eastern District 
or La,, New Orleans, La, vas contacted concerning the oral 
discussion held with him on 12/10/69 relative to the possi- 
bility of subject being committed to a mental institution 
It is noted that this oral discussion was confirmed by 
12/12/69° **"* "^*' Eastern District of la,, under date of 

_ Mr, OLSEN advised that due to his heavy workload 
and recent trial committments he has had no opportunity to 
cbnduct research into this matter. He stated, however, 
that he would explore the possibility of subject being 
committed to either a Federal or State mental institution, 

I-iaison will be continued with OLSEN in an effort 
to determine hisgrogress in this matter. 
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K 







:iA- 





date: 3/24/70 



FROM : SAC, NEW ORLEANS 

subject: 

U, S, SUPREME "COURT - VYCTIM 

EXTORTION 

CO: NO 



Re Bureau letter 12/2/69, and New Orleans 
letter, 1/29/70* 

By letter dated 3/3/70, AUSA RICHARD U. OLSEN, 
EDUi, New Oirieans, La., advised as follows: 

, Reference is made to your letter dated February 
19, 1970, relative to the above captioned subject. After 
further consideration of this matter, it is my opinion 
that there is no justifiable basis for charging this 
defendant with violating the Federal Extortion Statute 
and/or attempting to have him committed to the Federal 
Medical Center at Springfield, Missouri. 

As such, we are closing our file relative to 
this matter and suggest your office do likewise. . 

In view of the foregoing opinion that there is 
no basis to attempt to have subject committed to t-he 
Federals Medical Center .at Springfield, Mo., New Orleans 
is closing this case, UACB. 
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Karch 16, 1977 


FBI FILE NO. 


62-105555 


LAB. NO, 


D,77022EQin LI 



»ning Letter Postmarked 1/28/77 ^ 



Topeka, Kansas r 

MRS. LYKDON bAJOHMSOM - VICTIM j 

EXT 

00: Kansas City 






Reference: 

Examination re que a ted: 
Remarks: 
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If a further coinparlson in this matter is desired, it 
is suggested that hand printing aagip lea in the vcy<ilng of the 
questioned writing be obtained from 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

ToSAC, Wachlngton Field Office <9-i»098) 



March 16, 1977 



Re 
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FBI FILE NO. 62-105555 —2.0 
LAB. NO. D-77022S010 LL 




ireatenlng Letter Postmarked 1/28/77, 
Topeka, Kansas t 

HRS. LYNDON B. JOHNSON - VICTIMt 
EXT 

Specimens received 2/ZH/7/ 



QcS Envelope bearing hand printed address "Lad/ Bird Johnson 
Johnson City, Texas** 

Qc6 Hand printed letter dated 1/28/77 beginning "IWe got proof... 







¥'• 




Result of exeu3ination ; 

Specimens Qc5 and Qo6 were associated in the Anonymous 
Letter File withO^jn^^aaeelved in the Laboratory on 8/13/69 
in the ease ^^^^■^■I^Bt U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE - 
VICTI M; EXTORTION. " and Q3 and Qt received on 12/3/69 in the ease 

U.S'. SUPREME COURT - VICTIM; EXTORTION," 




It was concluded that QcS and QeS were prepared by 
the person or persons who prepared Ql through QU, s^ntioned 
above. 

nly available Icnown irriting of i 
^^^^^^^^_^ lonsists of fingerpxlnt card signatures. These 
V Ill^llUWs are not adequate to peradt a aatis factory handwriting 
eoinparifOQ with the questioned writing on Qo5 and Qe6. 

Speoiaens QcS and Qo6 are retained. 
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ireatenlng Letter Postmarked 1/28/77 
Topeka, Kansas ; ±/ '^o/ ( t , 

?5RS. LYNDON B. JOHNSON - VICTm- Examination by: 

EXT v^Ajji, 



00: Kansas City 

Bxamination requested by: 
Reference: 

Examination requested: 
Specimens received: 



Vfeshington Field Office 
Airtel 2/23/77 
Document JfSKIHgSHfSKiJiK 
2/2V77 







C A^-d^^^y^-i^ ^^ 



\j^ 



Cx 




7 



u. S. J^jj^^^^---^ 



(^dh^ 



^^ ^ 'S;Si°^%J|?f ;f,,^^iJ^ P^^-^-^ a^^— "Lady BirdSohnsi 

^^^ ^ Hand printed letter dated 1/28/77 beginning "IWe got proof..." 
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ExaminaUoa requeated by: 
Reference: 

Examination requeated: 
Specimena received: 



Washington Field Office 
Airtel 2/23/77 
Document SnCKIflXEfiJHSIia 
2/2 V77 
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material available for release to you. 
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